Approved For Release 2002/04/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700010011-7

BEST COPY

- Available
THROUGHOUT

FOLDER

6/24/98

Approved For Release 2002/04/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700010011-7




Approved For Release 2002/04/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700010011-7

I. 1In metrepelitan Framce, Commmmists got 5,436,803 votem o 2 Jan--

418,558 more than '51 elestions.

E

B.

This wes 35.0% of total vete. However, because '56 slectioas
thmum percontage of popular vete won
nm-na.ssxmm'u‘

Yote won Commios 145 metrepolitan ssats. ilso got st least

$ from m, for seat iscreass of 53 ever 1951 streagth.,

i : B Bresder appliostion preporiioasl representatios responsible for
m in Communist repressatation:

A

1951 law, denigned to favor center parties st sxpesse ex-

tremiste, pernitted “affiliatios” of party lists—givinsg sll

ssats in slectien distrist to cealities wimaing msjority of

1. In 'Sl elestion, ceater parties formed numerous broad

‘allissces, wem majerity in 38 departmeats (map).

In '56 slection, canter was split bhetweea Republican Frost

Sné Peure Coalitian: “Affilistisas™ were greatly restricted

in ssepe, and wem majorities im ealy 10 aistricta,

1. In ressining distriets, therefore, propertional repre-

. semtstion brought inte piay, giving Comsunists additicasl
. seats,

IX, Increase iz Commis siveagth was in part anticipated, but real

mmmmamm
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Poujadiste candidates got 4.4 million popular vote (for 11%
Of total): previous Fremeh Gov't prediction was perhaps
1.3 sillion votms,
W 52 M Seatis: saxisun pre-sleciion guess was is,
mmm’;MMmmmmmww~

tivism: although wovement has upeliled out a Wm, Poujadistes

made little ciiut to present platlorm tc roters,
} w. thunped for convening of "States Geasral™ (shades
of 1788) toli:lmtﬁ”m grievances.”

- Beekground of Poujade sovenent, xmxt, reveslis little reason for

sush success at polls: leader ia 35-year-old stationer from Saint

Cewe, in southwost Praosce,

hmﬁ.,mlxmsmzmzmﬁumumm

C.

B

Poujnde W imaginations of potty merchaats (small, self-

npleyed W artisans, who are marginal sconomic

sreap but tlml; proud of “hourgenise™ status) with atiack
o8 tax laws which, thu wmuy ufm, put special
sSgueene on this m

By Wareh ’ﬁ. Poujads clatmed m,m followers, 2 warchest

&fmﬁaiuiuarmum
At that time, net only delayed Premier Faure's Attempts to

-mmwmfwmmum, but actuslly forced

orenent to aﬁtmh, eua;a laws,
Nowever, ia Apr *55 lecal elections, Foujadistes wore soundliy
beaten at polis, .» |

-
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o 15 ssid to bave been Deriol “Fascigt®
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Foujadinte “surprise” essentially was btroad spread between voting
strength of movemsnt itsel? and total popular vote 1t won (roughly,
mrgiz of million vm} . '

A. "This added nttwtk wostly nttrimnua ta floating "protest®

5.

vi.

¢.

D.

vote Wma?q given Geamllist lbe.
‘M*mwm”smmuvmmt. but none-

mm mtm of mmknitx, ehaotic gualities of Prench
M't.
Also sympatbetic with Poujade's violeatly-expressed anti-

- parlismentary sttitude (vis: his charscterizstion of Assenbly

as Fraaee's "biggesi 'mﬂa").

Bitter-over nstiomsl "shame” of Indochisa, North Africa, "pro-
tost™ yoters t}w.:—lttxm,m by d%ntimliﬁia elenents
of Poujadiom. |

Although Comsunists snd Powjadists togather control oaly about

- same prepartiocs of issembly seats as Communists and Gaullists dié
ia *'51, increased tismza SMORg Center groups makes stable

Mmt unlikely.

A

8.

MW of dollst and mm ¥is-vis the right-

senter im possibility ef Communist influence.

mlﬂ: izsistence on 3 "Republican Front™ governmest

raises possibility of reliance on Communist support, at

least for domestic policy. |

ioturl Communist participstion in goverusent nometheless
very uslikely. |

-

Approved FomBM“l9\'&RDP79R00890A00070001 0011-7




T Approved For Release 2002184725 - GIA-RDP79R00890A000700010011-7
€. Pre-Atlantic orisntation will probably be mataiw._
1. Pro-Yest u:aﬂ:: atill existe,
rxz,u for ;ﬁl,m ex Poujadiste Deputies, they represent asny shades
#:C m:m.m canviction,
&s mmmggmumnafm their program for
BEY Asssmbly. _
. him W can maintain tight "party disecipline,” chances
ave that movement will eventually spliiater, as did Gaullists,
» mm, g&ih ponsible that earliy isssubly sessions will
e marred by Foujadiste rowdyism,

.
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FRENCH ELECTION RESULTS

! I. In metropolitan France, Communists got

.. 5,426,803 votes on 2 Jan--415,552 more

: than '51 elections.

iﬁis was 25.6% of total vote.’ However,

boenuse '56 elections brought more |
|

voters to polls, percentage of popular

ioiemvdn”by'Comniea was 0,9% less

thgn"5l. .

B. Voéefwoﬁ Commies 145 metropolitan seats.
“Also:got at leaSt 5 from overseas, for
seat increase of 52 over 1951 strength.

Broader application proportional representa-

tion responsible for increase in Communist

representationi

A, 1951;1aw, designed to favor center
parties ai expense extremists,‘permitted
"affiliation" of party lists--giving all

seats in election district to coalitiorn

Wi?ﬁiLy a
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e ; 751 election, center parties

1.
i formed numerous broad alliances,
won mijofity in 38 departments
(map). ,
'B. Ia '56, center was split between
Ecpublican Front ;ndiliure Cuolltio@}

in consequence, "alfilistions” were

)

Ebbth mOTe numerous and greatly re- .

-

?é?iCted in scope--as result, won

majorities in only 10 districts.

1. 1In remaining districts, theréfore,

S

- | proporticnal representation broug! -

-

into play, giving Connunistsi;dd}~

&
g

b
:

: tional seats,

IiI. Ingrg;ée’in Commie étrength wal‘intiéipﬁiej
3 but ;éél surprise was unexpected éucces‘
of Poujrde movement at polls., :

A. Poujadiste candidates got éﬁ4 milliq?
pop@lar vote {for 11% of total): pf;‘

vicas French Gov't prediction was per

hapet 1.0 witiion vale
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pre-election guess was 15,

C. Yet Poujade movement's electoral cam-
paign was ;arked by negativism: al-
though movement has spelled out a pro%
gram, Poujadistes made little'effort
to present platforﬁ to voters.

1. Instead, thumped for convening of?
nStates General" (shades of 1789( .
to listen to "peoples gfievances.%l

IV. Background of Poujade movement, itself, re%
veals little reason for such success at
pollé{ leader is 35-year-old stationer

. from Saint Cere, in southwest Prance, who
%
L4
{
¥

is snid to have been Dagriot "Fnscist" 1n

youth ‘was later a Gaullist and WW 11 o

!esistance member.
A, Peujade (:ptured imaginations of pctty :

'I
mgrchants (small, self-employed shop— :?

“yggperﬁy artisans, who are =i inpgl




tax laws which, when actually enforced,
put special squeeze on this group.
B. By March '55, Poujade claimed 800,000

followers, a warchest of over $1

million a year in dues. ‘

C. At that time, not only'deiayed Premier

fnure’s attempts to get special powers
%orvrevision of taxzes, but actually

; forced government to capitulate,

?%hange laws,

D. raowever in Apr '55 local elections

POUJadlstes were soundly beaten at pOLl‘Q
Poujadiste "surprise” in Jan elections,
*here!ore, was8 broad spread between voting
:trgngth of movement itself and total
popélgr vote it won (roughly, margin of
w;}li;n'votes).

15 added sirength mostly attributable

ey

o

s floating "protest” vote previousl:

e {Gg ul}iqt Lloe, f
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7 Se“*ful Of lnatability,VChaotlcwmh

qﬂutlties of French Gov't.

len*ly expresaed anti parllamexvary

s Aisn symp:thetlc with Pougade E: VEOZWW

~att tude (vxz' his characterizza.:9on of j

. D‘”,Bitﬁer aver nntional "shame” uf Indo-

»uﬁlgkiﬂs #éfth Africa "protest voters
llsp at;;%ctcd by‘ultra—natiOHa}istic

elsrirnis of Poujadisﬁ.

oI Asgvmbly as France's "biggest burdelldO

e
b

Yi. A'thou;l Communists and Poujadists :iogether

ontrol unly about same proportion . f
Lusembly seats as Commurists and Gaullists
s : ’
1
@ din '51, increased dissension amoag

‘er §roups makes stable PFreach pouserp-

ual ke ly,

. Tniransigence of Mollet and ieod o -Fram
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| c. ,P?O-Atlantic orientation will probagf;

®

f{v Pro ¥est majority still exiqu.w

;: future of Poujadiste Deputies,

v

represent many shades of politicsl
ction,

A, Mpeting scheduled for 14 Jau to define

‘their program for new Assembly.
iless Poujade can maintain, tighe
mparty discipline,' chances are that

mbvement will eventually spiirter,

-zf}“

1 4 GCaull .
g did Gaulilisis.

(B any case, gqulile posglibile that sacly
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